Course 'Urbanism and Architecture in Context’
Course code 7xwx0

Examples of exam questions from the lecture material
Answers + elaboration to be found in seperate document.

1.

In urban design the context always plays a role. What does it encompass?
A. The environment of the planning site.

B. A range of symbolic and social conditions.

C. The embedding of the planning site.

D. The physical, social and formal demands.

2.

Why is a 'type' a suitable design tool?

A. By providing design data with clearly defined categories it speeds up the design process.

B. Atype is an easy to use model for a building, urban space as a whole or parts of it. it can be copied
for use in a design .

C. ltis a set of related information, on the one hand clear on the other hand with a certain level of
ambiguity.

D. Types are concepts related to the realization of abstract designs.

3.

Now a days user oriented design is a hot item in any design profession. What fundamentally different

approaches can be distinguished as regards incorporating user aspects in designs?

A. Gathering information via questionnaires; Gathering information via external sources; Gathering
information via data analysis.

B. The technical oriented approach; The marketing oriented approach; The mixed scanning approach.

C. Research via questionnaires; Face to face open interviews; ldentifying with users; Letting users
decide and act themselves.

D. Mass research aimed at gathering as much data as possible about a subject in general; Specific
research aimed at supporting a specific design process.

4,

How could a line of sight also be called?
A. A provisional line.

B. A conceptual line.

C. A structuring element.

D. A network line.
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Using the basic elements point, line and area all city structures can be described. Besides that there are a
number of distinctive and clear basic models for city structures. In the illustration above there are three
schematized fictive cities. What four structure models form the basis of these cities?

A. Rectangular pattern + satellite pattern; Circle pattern; Flexible grid pattern.

B. Compound city; Monomorphic city; Hybrid city / Multimorphic city.

C. Conglomerate city; Concentrated city; Dispersed area city.

D. Linear pattern, Radial concentric pattern, Mathematical grid + pseudo grid pattern.



6.

On paper every structure seems possible. However it is useless to design structures when these have
nothing to do with reality and do not represent any meaning. What are the four categories of evaluation
criteria one could judge structures against?

Feasibility, Reliability, Purpose, Performance, Visibility.

B. Order, Elegance, Proportions, Balance, Sequences.

C. Knowability, Logic, Orientation, Permanence, Recognizability.

D. Functionality, Quality, Usability, Probability, Realizationability.
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7.

The notion of public space is related to the notion of public life. Public life is a basic condition. What does it
encompass?

Public institutions; Public buildings like theatres, restaurants, etc.

B. Transparency; Connections; Entrances.

C. Free exchange of ideas; Accessibility; Informal contact.

D. Formal contact; Informal contact; Organised contact.
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8.

Over time squares have been classified numerous times in numerous ways. Why this attention for

classification?

A. Local governments, zoning rules demand and management of public space makes it necessary for
squares to have either a clear function or a clear form or a combination of both.

B. In adesign process it is important to know what a square will be about to avoid the design being a
random amalgamate of ideas.

C. After a period of 'non aesthetics' in urban design it became necessary to revive the craftsmanship in
design. Typology played an important role in achieving this.

D. To be able to approach research related to design in a rational and scientific way it is necessary to
make classifications. This dominated post war planning.
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Three examples of solutions for corners of squares. On the left a common corner. What effect do the

solutions shown in the middle en right image have?

A. The three corners have the same effect on the square as a whole but offer different possibilities for the
architectural elaboration.

B. The solution shown in the middle focuses attention on the facade. A rounded corner guides the view
along the facades.

C. The solution shown in the middle is for squares with a classic image, the one on the right for squares
with a modern image.

D. A bevelled corner makes the shape of the square softer. A round corner makes the shape of the
square less clear.




10.

What is the importance of garden design in the history of urban design?

A. Sometimes principles of garden design where the forerunners of principles of urban design. Besides
that garden design led to the design of public parks.

B. The professions of urban designer and garden designer were developed together and therefore share
much. This is reflected in the influence of garden design on modern urban plans.

C. Up until the baroque era there was only consistent design of outdoor spaces in the field of garden
design. Urban design lagged behind. Now a days the situation is reversed.

D. Park design has always been an aspect of the design of cities. Although landscape design and urban
design are separate disciplines, they are obliged to work together all the time.

Correct answer: A

Answer B. The formal professions of urban designer or landscape architect originate in the 19th century.,
however they came from different backgrounds and although there was a cross over in 17th and 18th
century, no earlier then the late twentieth century did we see a parallel development.

Answer C. The historic evidence clearly shows it is not true. Already in the middle ages and renaissance
outdoor spaces were designed. This was also mentioned in the learning material.

Answer D. A matter of reading the question and answer well. Park design has not always been part of the
design of cities. In the learning material it is mentioned that in the middle ages in very exceptional cases
there was something that could be called a park (example given: Nirnberg). The first public parks originate
in the early 19th century (Hyde park mentioned in the learning material). However cities were designed
since Hippodamus (450 BC, mentioned in the learning material) and the Romans. Long before park
design. Second sentence: it is true landscape designers and urban designers often work together now a
days they more often do not and certainly are not obliged to do so.



